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Jan�Murphy�Gallery�is�excited�to�present�new�paintings�by�acclaimed�senior�Anangu�Pitjantjatjara�
Yankunytjatjara�artists,�Iluwanti�Ken�and�Betty�Muffler�at�Sydney�Contemporary.

Showcasing�the�distinct�styles�and�visions�of�both�Ken�and�Muffler,�the�gallery�presentation�will�feature�
individual�artworks�alongside�an�expansive�collaborative�painting�by�the�award-�winning�indigenous�
artists. �Painted�in�the�monochromatic�palette�for�which�both�artists�are�known�for,�these�recent�works�
continue�the�artists�practice�of�documenting�their�deep�connection�to�Country�and�their�Tjukurpa�
(Anangu�cultural�heritage,�encompassing�past,�present,�and�future).

Both�artists�are�renowned�Ngangkari�(traditional�healers),�a�practice�that�has�been�handed�down�
through�generations.�Each�artist�paints�in�different�but�related�ways,�the�powerful�spirit�of�the�mother�
eagle,�and�the�journeys�of�the�Ngangkari,�who�travel�in�their�sleep�to�meet�and�treat�patients�in�need�of�
healing.

Born�near�Watarru,�Betty�Muffler�grew�up�at�the�Ernabella�Mission�following�the�displacement�and�
deaths�of�family�members�in�the�aftermath�of�the�British�nuclear�testing�at�Maralinga�and�Emu�Field.�
Witnessing�the�devastation�of�country�and�surviving�this�experience�motivates�Betty�Muffler’s�recurring�
depiction�of�healing�sites�and�the�intensity�of�her�connection�to�these�places�in�her�paintings�titled�
‘Ngangkari�Ngura’�(Healing�Country).
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-�Betty�Muffler,�2022�(Translation�by�Patrick�Hookey)

Iluwanti�Ken�is�well�known�for�her�large�scale�ink�drawings�which�feature�graphic�depictions�of�mother�
eagles�hunting.�These�highly�detailed�drawings�are�created�using�punu�sticks�and�express�her�Tjukurpa. �
She�says�that�birds�like�the�Walawuru�(eagles)�and�Patupiri�(swallows)�have�lessons�for�Anangu�women�
about�how�to�care�for�one's�children.�These�birds�build�strong�wiltjas�(shelters)�for�their�family,�they�hunt�
for�food�and�protect�their�young�from�dangers.
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UPP�¯�-�Iluwanti�Ken,�2023
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