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Jan Murphy Gallery is pleased to present, Arenas, Archer Davies' first solo exhibition with the gallery. 

"In August last year Jan Murphy Gallery invited Lucy Culliton and I to travel to Brisbane to spend three 
days at ‘The Ekka’, Brisbane’s famous Royal Show. From morning until sundown we spent each day 
drawing and painting with occasional breaks for strawberry ice-cream, coffee and doughnuts. We 
explored the whole fair however It was the animals that captured our attention the most.

Two parallel worlds exist at the Ekka- so intimately and inextricably linked, yet impossibly irreconcilable 
- the artificial and the natural, the human and the animal. The neon spectacle of carnival attractions and 
novel thrills noisily jostle for attention while the animals quietly bear witness - tolerant, patient or 
perhaps inhabiting a consciousness altogether elsewhere.

Back in my studio in Brunswick, Melbourne, I looked closely at three artists who painted performance, 
the carnival, the animal and the theatre - Degas, Lautrec and Watteau. Working on oil paintings 
inspired by my Ekka sketches, photographs and with the help of friends modelling from life I created 
paintings that depict the imaginative realm of performance, spectacle and it’s opposite - the quotidian, 
the familiar and the animal.

In The Big Jump I used a composition inspired by Degas’ Cafe Concert: Song of the Dog (1875). I had 
my friend Mikhayla pose in-studio for the central figure. I then reworked the 19th century French scene 
into something familiar using my studies of motor-cross performers and Ekka crowds.

For the painting Arenas I had Watteau’s Pierrot (1719) in mind. The model, Sarah - a former ballerina - 
posed in my studio. As with Wattau’s Pierrot, Sarah is physically separate from the frenetic scene 
behind her, her sharp focus cast elsewhere. The background movement and action reference my 
drawings and observations at the Ekka with the horse as a quiet witness, mirroring Watteau’s donkey. 
Across the series, references to European art history recur - embedded within scenes of spectacle: 
Ferris wheel lights, equestrian pageantry, teeming crowds and the distinctly Australian setting of the 
Brisbane Ekka. " - Archer Davies 2025

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Born in Maleny, Queensland, Archer Davies graduated from Queensland College of Art in 2010 with a 
Bachelor of Fine Art (Painting) with First Class Honours. He was twice awarded the Griffith Award for 
Academic Excellence in 2011 and 2014. Archer has been a finalist in a number of prizes including The 
Kilgour Prize (2021), The Percival Portrait Prize (2019, 2014), the Rick Amor Self Portrait Prize (2018) 
and the Churchie Emerging Emerging Art Prize (2014). He is a featured artist in the 2024 Thames and 
Hudson publication ‘About Face’ by Amber Creswell Bell.
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