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Jan Murphy Gallery is pleased to present, Ekka, by Lucy Culliton, her fifth solo exhibition with the gallery.

The subjects for Lucy Culliton's paintings are almost always close at hand - flowers from her garden,
portraits of her menagerie of animals, and views of the rural landscape surrounding her property.
'‘Bibbenluke', her home in the Monaro plains, is on the remote high plateau of New South Wales
between the coast and the Snowy Mountains.

Lucy rarely travels, partly because she is in the studio everyday, but also because she has a lot of
animals requiring her attention at home. Lucy makes an exception for her annual trip to be the artist-in-
residence at Sydney's Royal Easter Show, and in August 2024 she made the trip further North to
experience Brisbane's famous Ekka show.

"As far as | can remember I've always loved going to agricultural shows. As a horse mad small kid, the
shows have the most beautiful, spectacular horses then there was the need for show bags - not rides -
far too scary for me. Nowadays, | love the local shows to me on the Monaro (NSW), and for three years
running |'ve been the artist-in-residence at the Royal Easter Show, Sydney. | spend days admiring and
drawing all the animals, and it fuels my interest in crafts. | crochet, not spectacularly, but love to admire
the achievements of others.

Last year | took myself, inviting my artist friend Archer Davies to join me, to the Ekka Royal Queensland
Show and we simply had the best time. We met friendly, interested people. There was abundance of
animals, crafts, cooking... all my favourite subjects for painting. | could get up nice and close for
drawing or painting with my gouache. Thank you Brisbane for putting on such a great show!"

— Lucy Culliton, 2025

ABOUT THE ARTIST

A graduate of the National Art School in Sydney, Culliton was recognised in a major survey at Mosman
Art Gallery in 2014. Her work is held in the National Gallery of Australia, Art Gallery of New South
Wales, Macquarie Bank and Parliament House collections. She is a regular exhibitor in leading public
awards, winning the 2006 Portia Geach Memorial Award. Culliton is a regular finalist in the Archibald,
Wynne and Sulman Prizes at the Art Gallery of NSW.
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