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Jan Murphy Gallery is excited to present Water and Stone by Marina Strocchi. This milestone exhibition 
is Marina’s 10th solo show with the Gallery. 

”In 2025, I returned to Italy for the first time in nearly twenty years. My family comes from Ravenna in 
Emilia–Romagna, and my father and grandparents are from the small village of Granarolo Faentino. While 
I was there, a local historian traced my family back to the 1700s—and that was only at first glance.

I had been invited by the community to create a mural, and I spent a wonderful month drawing, painting, 
and chatting with locals. The motifs in the mural centre on the canal, the heart of village life.

The history of the canals of La Pianura (the lowlands) tells a story of adaptation that began in the Middle 
Ages—a story of communities shaping their environment in response to water, trade, and knowledge. 
In this body of work, I trace those rhythms of place: the flow of water, the passage of people, and the 
enduring sense of connection between land, architecture, and memory.

After returning to Australia, I continued to revisit the experience through large-scale paintings. I found 
myself thinking a great deal about continuity—how patterns repeat across cultures and generations, and 
how a place can feel both familiar and newly discovered.”– Marina Strocchi, 2025 

about the artist 
Originally from Melbourne, Marina Strocchi completed a Bachelor of Art at Swinburne Institute of 
Technology (1982) and spent a number of years living in Europe before returning to Australia. In 1992, 
Strocchi moved to Central Australia, where she helped found the Ikuntji Art Centre at Haasts Bluff and 
worked closely with an iconic generation of Aboriginal artists. In 2021, Strocchi returned to Melbourne 
and now lives and works in the Yarra Valley. 

Strocchi has exhibited in the USA, Europe and all over Australia during the last thirty years, and her 
paintings are included in major public and private collections including the National Gallery of Victoria 
and Artbank. In 2019, she received an Arts NT Fellowship and spent three months in New York. She is a 
many time finalist in significant prizes including the Wynne Prize, the Alice Prize, the Fisher’s Ghost Art 
Award, and the National Works on Paper Award.
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